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Trustees approve recommended projects list for upcoming
Bond Election; every building* would benefit from $68 million

investment in schools with voter approval on May 18th
Trustees also emphasize desire to use local contractors; Butte View will expand for

2021-2022; District Office will relocate to Downtown area; phase 2 funds for Ola approved

During a special board meeting Tuesday night, the Emmett School District Board of Trustees
approved a preliminary list for the upcoming bond election and cleared the way to further expand
Butte View Elementary School’s population.

Superintendent Craig Woods presented a list for each of the district’s buildings, illustrating how the
proceeds from the May 18th bond election may be used, if approved by nearly 67 percent of the
voters, may be spent. *He noted, however, that Ola is not listed because of the current renovation
project.

The 2020 bond election was put on hold when the COVID pandemic shut down Idaho and created
uncertain financial conditions.

But as Woods and the Board of Trustees discussed March 15th, the needs are still there and costs
continue to increase. With lower interest rates, the board revived the bond plan, increasing it by $4
million to address increased costs for building materials.

A new high school tops the list. The other needs include a gym for the Butte View Complex, student
and staff safety and security improvements and deferred maintenance needs at the other school
buildings.

Woods told trustees that the list (and costs) is subject to change and will be further revised this week,
after meetings with the construction manager and architects, but closely reflects what the Bond
Committee outlined in late 2019 as priorities.

In the event that the bond measure passes, Trustee Ross Walker emphasized the need to make sure
local contractors have the ability to bid on projects, and requested that information be easily found
and promoted on the web and social media.
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Woods agreed that wherever possible the district would want to reinvest in the community by using
local construction companies.

Trustee Zach Higgins said the bidding process is identified by the Department of Public Works.
https://dpw.idaho.gov/construction/

Woods also quickly reviewed the total cost of the $68 million bond, reminding trustees that the total
cost for the borrowed funds would be closer to $85 million, not $100,000 as some have said, because
the state’s equalization fund would reduce that by $13,942,320.

● Read the bond measure language.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18wzD4UKVjpkN7tj6hNZ7nbLKFCwyAG2ExBVikgL460M/edit

● Learn more about the bond measure. https://www.emmettschools.org/bond2021

For more information
● Listen to the recorded board meeting on YouTube (Please note: The board moved to

executive session to discuss property purchase, so you may want to start listening at 1:16)
● Read the press release regarding the decision to hold a bond election on May 18th

Town Hall Meetings planned
Two informational meetings with the construction manager and architect will be held. Community
members will be able to learn more about the bond election and ask officials with Beniton
Construction and Design West questions.
Those meetings will be held:

● 7 pm Tuesday, April 27 at the Emmett Middle School Auditorium.
● 7 pm Tuesday, May 4 at the Emmett Middle School Auditorium.

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Emmett trustees approve plan to expand Butte View Elementary

by another grade and reopen library for new school year

During a special meeting Tuesday night, Emmett School District trustees approved Superintendent
Craig Woods’ proposal to expand Butte View Elementary for the 2021-22 and 2022-23 school years.

Butte View Elementary reopened in the fall of 2020 for all-day kindergarten and first-grade classes to
use current district buildings and make good on the commitment to move 5th grade back to the
elementary school.
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A year ago, instead of purchasing new module classrooms for the 20-year elementary schools to
accommodate growth, newly appointed Superintendent Woods recommended the reopening of Butte
View Elementary with the vision that it would annually expand to accommodate another grade level.

Next fall, current first graders will stay at Butte View in the newly created second-grade classrooms
led by veteran teachers Rebekah Brune and Tonia Overton.

Currently, District Office staff, including Superintendent Woods, occupy the Library and two of the
classrooms needed to expand Butte View Elementary as planned in the fall and two more classrooms
would be needed in 2022-23.

Butte View’s current library is housed in the reception area and is not comparable to the libraries
provided at the other elementary schools.

Knowing this, Woods looked for suitable office space that could become the permanent offices for the
District staff.

Butte View Elementary was built in 1960. It closed in 2011 when students transferred to either
Kenneth J. Carberry or Shadow Butte elementaries. The Butte View Complex also houses Black
Canyon Jr-Sr High School and special education programs.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

District Office staff will relocate when federal funds are released

Trustees approved Woods’ recommendation to purchase the office building at 119 N. Wardwell Ave.,
for the new home of the District staff with plans to complete the move in time for the new teachers to
prepare their classrooms for the new school year.

Woods told the board the office building provides enough space to house the district level staff
members and provide much needed private office space for confidential and sensitive matters. It
would also provide a better work environment to minimize interruptions. Currently, only Woods and
the Special Education Director have private offices. There’s also ample space for storage and some
meeting space.

There’s also space for newly appointed Emmett Remote Academy Director Wade Carter, who will
oversee the alternative online education program for students with the expectation to grow the
student population, even reaching students valleywide, Woods said. There would also be a space to
test students.
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The 5,500-square-foot office building would be purchased for $490,000, contingent on the appraisal
to be completed and the state release of ESSER 2 (one-time Covid-related federal funds that can be
used for capital projects). The State Department of Education has approved the use of the funds and
now the district is waiting for the Legislature to release those funds and the completion of property
appraisal.

Woods told the trustees that the price is very reasonable, breaking down to $89 per square foot and
the building is pretty much turn-key ready for move in. He also emphasized that it will not use general
fund dollars or supplemental levy funds, but rather unencumbered federal funds.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Board OKs plan to complete Phase 2 for Ola renovation
A request to use up to $400,000 in ESSER 2 funds to complete Phase 2 of the Ola renovation has
also been approved by the Emmett Board of Trustees and the State Department of Education,
contingent on the Legislature’s release of the funds.

Superintendent Woods reviewed the overall cost for Phase 1. Now that bids have been submitted and
needs identified, the Phase 1 cost has increased from $650,000 to $718,000.  The Save Our School
Committee has also raised $320,000 to help cover the costs.

*One important note, Woods clarified, is that although all other school buildings would benefit if the
bond measure is approved in May, Ola will not see additional renovations because of the current
renovation covered with other funds.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meet Butte View’s 2nd grade teachers for 2021-22

Rebekah Brune’s first teaching job was at Butte View and moved to Carberry when
Butte View and Carberry were combined in 2011. The 15-year teacher currently
teaches second grade part-time and has also taught third grade.

“It will be fun to return to the school where I started teaching,” Brune said. “I’m
excited about the opportunity to work in a primary school setting again and also
have the chance to teach full time again.  I’ve worked with most of the teachers who
are teaching Kindergarten and 1st grade at Butte View, and I’m excited to get to
work with them.”
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Tonia Overton started as a first-grade teacher and moved to second grade in her
second year at Carberry, where she has taught for 10 years.

“I am excited to be part of a primary school and to go back to where I did my
student teaching,” Overton said. “I think being part of a smaller school community
will allow for collaboration between grade levels and that is a positive for the
learning of all the students.”

Overton also added: “I think Emmett is a wonderful place to raise a family and I am
proud of both my children who graduated from Emmett High School.”
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